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city motor common carriers, consumer commodity prices and wholesale 
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The price index for railroad freight 





Note: This release, issued as information, has not been adopted by the Interstate 


Commerce Commission. 








Freight revenues, ICC regulated carriers, selected years, 1955-1974: 





The accompanying table shows that motor carriers’ steady revenue growth has 
been greater than for any other ICC regulated carrier. Oil pipelines also experienced 
consistent gains over the period, but at lower rates. The water carriers, on the other 
hand, have had fluctuating revenues and achieved a record high in 1974. Railroad 
revenues have increased over 40 percent since 1970 and reached a new peak of $16.0 bil- 


lion in 1974. Total freight revenues for regulated carriers were 50.6 percent of the 
1970 level. 


Freight revenues of ICC regulated carriers, 
selected years, 1955-1974 


Aggregates in millions 





Class I, II, 
Class I and II 


and II motor Oil Water 
line-haul 
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railroads of property 
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$ 8,665.4 $ 5,535. 
8,151.7 7,213. 
9,036.5 10,068. 
9,329.1 11,308. 

10,538.5 13,958. 
$i5h29.1 14,584. 
11,995.7 16,700. 
12,790.3 18,700. 
14,003.3 20,800. 
16,000.0 22,700. 


$ 677. 
770. 
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Preliminary. 


Includes class A & B inland and coastal carriers and maritime carriers in domestic 
service. 
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Oil pipeline companies subject to the jurisdiction of the 

Commission reported an increase in revenu raffi 

\llowing table, large oil pipeline transportation revenue increased 17.3 percent over 
1974 while the number of barrels of oil origin i and received from connections in- 
‘reased a mere 1.1 percent. Barrels of oil ncreased 50.3 percent between 
1966 and 1975, and revenue grew 92.7 percent. revenue per barrel in 1966 
was 14.67 cents. By 1968. it had fallen to 13.73 cents, then increased from 16.22 to 
18.81 cents between 1974 and 1975. 


Interstate Commerce 
As shown in the 








Number of barrels of 
oil originated on line 
and received from 
connections 











1950 
1955 
1960 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 2 
1970 92 
1971 88 
1972 89 
1973 9] 
1974 91 
1975p 91 


2,672.8 
3,994.7 
4,753.2 
5,838.9 
6,215.3 
6,734.5 
7,258.5 
7,654.9 
8,079.0 
8,299.0 
8,787.0 
9,356.5 
9,243.6 
9,344.6 





P Preliminary. 


Based on quarterly reports of oil pieplines having revenues of more than $500,000 per 
annum. Reports of individual pipeline companies are published in Bureau of Accounts 
Statement No. 600 (QPS). 


3. Average haul per ton by rail, motor, and pipeline, 1961-1974: 





The average hauls per ton for three groups of carriers subject to the Commis- 
sion's jurisdiction for which such data are available are shown in the following table. 
Rail averages are shown both on a carrier basis and for the United States as a single 
System. Motor carrier data, which are limited to class IT carriers reporting ton miles 
in intercity service, show common and contract carriers separately. Since all regu- 
lated pipelines and all line-haul railroads are reported for the period, changes in 
classification do not affect their figures. Gathering lines mileages for pipelines 
and switching and terminal mileage for rails are omitted. 


i 


In 1974 the average system rail haul reached an all time high of approximately 
533.10 miles, and individual carrier hauls (which reflect mergers) continued to lengthen 
and were 23.5 percent longer than in 1961. 


The class I motor common carriers show a slight increase, while contract 
carriers set record average hauls per ton it I 


The 1974 figures represent an 
o 





increase of 4.9 percent for common 
to their 1961 average l 


and 36.1 percent for contract carriers in comparison 


The average hau petroleum products by pipeline reached a record high of 
395.59 miles in 1967 but fel » 345.35 miles in 1974, a slight increase over the 


previous year. The avert e haul crude oil peaked at 322.62 miles in 1966, then 
decreased to 301.51 


Averag 
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1961 452.00 
1962 460.57 
1963 463.97 
1964 466.17 
1965 477.15 
1966 483.70 
1967 485.21 
1968 495.37 
1969 496.82 
1970 490.41 
1971 506.83 
1972 511.08 
1973 531.03 
1974 533.10e 
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147 320. 
138 310. 
142 314. 
136 308. 
144 319. 
155 322. 
143 310. 
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173 301. 
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198 301. 
200e 301. 
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e Estimated. 


IThis table brings up to date the historical data published in Statement No. 6103 
Interetty Ton Miles, 1939-1959 
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Revenue per ton mile of class I and class II motor carriers (common and contract), 


class I railroads, oil pipelines, and class A and B water carriers, 1964-1974: 








Revenue per ton mile for selected ICC regulated surface transportation modes 
is shown in the following tables. In 1967, class I railroads and class I motor common 
carriers reversed their declines and posted steady average increases in each successiv 
year. Between 1967 and 1974, average rail and motor common carrier revenue per ton 
mile increased 45.6 and 35.4 percent, respectively. 


Revenue per ton mile of class I contract carriers was erratic from 1964 to 
1969 but remained higher than that of common carriers. From 1970 to 1974, however, con- 
tract carrier average revenue was below that of common carriers. Oil pipelines showed 
a relatively steady decline in average ton-mile revenue between 1964 and 1968. Their 
revenue per ton mile then increased through 1971, was unchanged in 1972, but showed an 
8.2 percent increase in 1974 over 1973. Class A and B water carriers received their 


lowest reported average revenue in 1967, but by 1974 were receiving 76.6 percent more 
per ton mile. 





Class II motor common carriers reported irregular average revenue per ton mile 
between 1964 and 1967, their peak point, then experienced a dramatic drop in 1972 


rrom 
1971, a new low for the period shown in the table, but an 


ut increase of 8.4 percent occurre 
in 1973 over 1972. The class II contract carriers have had a net gain of only 11.3 per- 


cent in average revenue since 1964, with an increase in 1973 over 1972 of 3.7 percent. 
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1964 
1965 97. 
1966 95. 
1967 100. 
1968 104. 
1969 106. 
1970 112. 
197] 118. 
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1973 123. 
1974 135. 
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Source: Transport Statistics in the United States and later data. 


Revenue per ton mtle of class II motor carriers 
in tntercity service, 3 


Cents per ton mil 








Index (1967=100) 
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Indexes of revenue 
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1955-1974: 
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index of average revenu 
however, does not acc 
fixed for the CPI and 
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er commodity prices and wholesale prices, selected years, 





carload waybill sample index was suspended 
1. In lieu of the waybill sample index, an 

to estimate price changes. This index, 

Fic composition. (Commodity weights aré 
riodical ly.) 


in contrast to both the consumer and 
for class I railroads sank to a low in 196 
comparable to the rise in consumer prices. 
reflecting both the last of certain high 
ns to meet increasing intermodal competition, 
continuing series of general rate increases. 
1974, as consumer prices rose 71.0 percent 
revenue per ton mile increased only 34.8 
revenue per ton mile increased more than 


‘or motor common carriers wavered between 
4 level) then patterned the upswing of 


to limitations as a measure of rate level 
icantly with length of haul and vary con- 
lities. Therefore, long term shifts in the 
For railroads and motor carriers are certain 
revenue per ton mile, necessitating son 
price indicator. 
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*Class A carriers 


class B 


carriers are 
more than $500,000. 
‘The Intercoastal 


are those 


group reported 130 passengers 
with 92 during the same period of 1974. 


having annual operati 
those having annual operating 





revenues of more than $500,000; 
venues exceeding $100,000 but not 


during the year 1975 compared 





The price index for railroad freight: 





The accompanying table and chart revise and update the Railroad Freight Price 
Index developed by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS).? The index measures monthly 
changes in the average price of transporting all freight by rail. The total railroad 
freight index for April 1976 shows a 2.3 percent increase from the March 1976 level 
for the Eastern and Southern railroads, reflecting the rate increase permitted in Ex 
Parte No. 318, Increased Freight Rates and Charges, 1976. The Western railroads' 
rate increase was effective as of April 18, 1976. 


An additional table prepared by the Bureau of Economics aggregates monthly 
BLS commodity data on a quarterly basis. The index measures quarterly changes in the 
average price of transporting all freight and selected commodities, compared to the 
Wholesale Price Index. As shown in the table, the first quarter 1976 percent change 
over 1975 fourth quarter, for selected commodities, ranged between 0.1 and 0.9 with 
the exception of metallic ores which recorded a slight decrease of only 0.1 percent. 





lAny inquiries or comments regarding the index should be addressed to Ms. Carolyn S. 
Fehd, Office of Prices and Living Conditions, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Washington, 
DC 20212. 
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